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Both here and at Museyib the ends of streets facing
the desert arc bricked up and loopholed. There
is reason for the townsmen's attitude. Extortionate
clues are taken from travellers under cover of the
pretence of keeping the roads open. Twenty
heliums laden with grain have collected here, the
nakhuda being afraid to take them on to Museyib.
A petition has just this moment been brought to me
by a traveller who was waylaid and robbed to-day
by the Khafaja, his companion having actually
been abducted by them. But the townsman makes
the most of his legitimate grievances, I have been
assured many times that the Beni Hassan intended
to sack Najaf and Kcrbela. Sayed Mehdi, the
Nawab Afdhal Kwan, Sayed Hadi, and various
others all claim to have been the saviours of the holy
shrines. As a matter of fact, the roads in Beni
Hassan territory appear to be safer than anywhere
else. In any case, we hope to go to Hindieh to-
morrow3 where I shall see Umran for the third time,
and take a note of any demands he may wish me to
put forward, such as the completion of the Jadwal
and the bunding of the Sari5.
It is very difficult to make any kind of accurate
report or forecast on local produce at present. We
are naturally confined to actual routes, and see very
little of the country. The resources of the Euph-
rates valley in grain would appear to be almost in-
exhaustible, I have not yet had an opportunity of
visiting the sifs of tliis town, said to be thirteen in
number. I hope to submit a fuller report later.
The one which I have inspected contains about
400 tons of grain—I am told that there are alto-
gether between, 65ooo and 7,000 tons now in the town.
I have heard the following details about the
enemy forces that were originally on this line. There
was one battalion of Russian prisoners under a
Major RamazanolE One company was at Museyib,

